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CONDITION

This two and one-half story high, three bay wide gabled town house was ]
built c¢. 1885 to the designs of architect J. A. Wilson in a vigorous Queen
Anne mode. Brick, sandstone, and granite are combined to produce a finely
decorated, multi-textured, variegated building. The semi-detached house
shares the courtyard of Stanford White's Winan's house (1882) to the north.

The rough-hewn granite ashlar base is broken by two rectangular basement
window openings which are framed with molded, smoothly finished random
sandstone ashlar and which have monolithic molded sandstone lintels. On the
left, a flight of six sandstone steps runs to the entrance. The edge of the
top tread is carried on to the surface of the base as a thin molding which
bends around the window lintels.

The rectangular entranceway is filled with the original wooden panelled
double doors, with upper panels of plate glass. A sandstone munton above
supports a semi-circular transom. The entrance and both of the first floor
windows are flanked by fluted sandstone pilasters with Ionic capitals, each
of which is ornamented with the carved heads of mythical creatures. The
pilasters rise from pedestals which rest on moldings set atop the rough
base; where coupled columns occur, monolithic double pedestals are shared;
each pedestal is marked by carved diamond strapwori.

438

Recessed behind the plane of these pedestals, duplicate moldings support

the stilted, semi-circular arches which enframe each transom with overscaled
keystone at the top. The spandrels between the transoms and above their
spring points are of monolithic dressed sandstone. Finally, recessed behind
this plane, smooth sandstone panels carved with bull's-eyes below each
window rest on the rough base and support the sills.

The first floor order supports a wide, dressed sandstone entablature con-
sisting of a thin architrave, a wide, unadorned frieze, and a cornice with
a string of simple fretwork.
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The brick walls of the second floor rise from the cornice, and are enlivened
by smooth sandstone quoins and window enframements laid in random ashlar. |
The rectangular second floor windows are single hung with one light, set '
below fixed rectangular transoms and divided by stone muntons. Sandstone
enframements are molded as are monolithic lintels. A flat entablature rises
to a projecting cornice.

Wall dormers rise from stone sills set on the cornice, and contain single
hung, single light, rectangular windows and transoms. They are framed by
molded pilasters which support lintels with square carved corner blocks and
central bull's-eyes. Heavily molded, ogee-arched sandstone slabs carved
with shells are set above the lintels and end at the apex in stone scrolls.
The large brick chimney dominates the slate-shingled, gabled roofline,
rising from the peak at the right end, with carved sandstone spindle molding
running vertically at the corners. -
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|
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30' by 122' 5"
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Newcomer House
1211 Saint Paul Street
Block 0485, Lot 005
Baltimore City
Baltimore East Quad.
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